If some future nosologist should attempt to classify aberrations from mental health on the principles which obtain for bodily ailments, he will have to arrange many of them in a class of epidemics. Foremost in such a class will stand an order of Parapeithise, or perversions of belief, on which all the characters of their bodily prototypes will be demonstrated. Complaints of this kind are never wholly absent from a community, but break out at times with unusual severity, and attack every sex, age, and class of society. They are maladies which assuredly propagate themselves after the manner of ferments, and little alteration will be needed in the existing hypothesis of zymosis to account for their progress. Seas do not hinder them, though some lose their virulence out of their own latitudes. Their tendency is often to travel westward, their manifestations in England being preceded by outbreaks in France or Germany. The different forms assumed by these complaints at various times will be accounted for by the doctrine of " epidemic constitution," a something in the atmospheric, sidereal, or lunar arrangements determining the particular perversion which prevails. To complete the resemblance, we have improved in the treatment of these maladies as a class; jugulating measures are no longer employed, but the complaint is left to die out under a system of careful watching, and especially of wholesome ventilation.
In a conspicuous place among perversions of belief, we shall be called on to recognise a very common one, standing near the boundary between health and disease, a species of breaking-out that shows richness of blood, or rather in some sort a mental ague, endemic, apt to recur, a disease while it lasts, but often " physic for a king " in its results. It is that exaggerated belief which takes hopes for demonstrations, and may be called by our transcendental nosologist Boulopeithia, or belief in what one wishes. The amiable form of this complaint, magnifying exceptional facts into grand discoveries, which Reviews. [April, are to bless and regenerate the world, is to be met with every day among kindly people of every calling, and notably in our own profession of physic. An For the rest, the negative character of the facts recorded by very competent observer's demand from all a present scepticism. M. Azam, who has been before referred to as an earnest student of the system, and who regards the cerebral symptoms as being directly connected in some way with the convergence upwards of the optic axes, must adduce many more successful applications of hypnotism to the purposes of the surgeon, before he justifies to others his belief "that some day we shall achieve the discovery of a ready and easy means of operating thus at our pleasure upon every one alike."
At the same time we do not doubt that other instances of the surgical use of hypnotism will be put on record, and these may possibly be of increasing number as the predisposition to an hysterical condition grows in the community by force of example and faith. But soon will come a time when the epidemic influence will fade, and the sporadic cases of belief in the method as an anesthetic will be again for a while confined to the "seekers after many inventions," and these will be found to furnish the requisite mental condition for an attack as numerously and as readily under the sky of London as of Paris.
